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The  Executive  Committee  of  the  "  Ladies'  Soutliern 
Relief  Association  of  Maryland"  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
submit  to  their  generous  friends  and  contributors  the  fol- 
lowing Reports  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  disposed 
of  the  fund  realized  from  the  Fair  held  in  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, in  April,  1866.  In  accordance  with  the  sugges- 
tions of  a  committee  of  gentlemen,  who  were  requested  to 
advise  with  the  Executive  Committee,  in  relation  to  the 
apportionment  of  the  fund  to  the  different  Southern  States, 
it  was  resolved  that  it  should  be  divided  among  eleven 
States,  in  proportion  to  their  population  and  necessities, 
and  that  the  disbursement  should  be  made  by  means  of 
State  Committees  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
whose  reports  are  herewith  submitted. 

The  first  distribution  was  based  on  $108,000,  giving  to 

Virginia $20,000 

North  Carolina 10,000 

South  Carolina 15,000 

Georgia 10,000 

Florida 4,000 

Alabama 1 0,000 

Mississippi 1 5,000 

Louisiana 0,000 

Tennessee 0,000 

Arkansas 4,000 

Maryland 8,000 

$108,000 

The  sum  allotted  to  Maryland  was  directed  to  be  devoted 
to  Southern  refugees  and  special  cases  of  necessity  found  in 
that  State.  No  appropriation  was  made  for  Missouri  nor 
for  Kentucky,  for  the  reason  that  the  principal  cities  in 
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those  States  were  in  a  sufficiently  prosperous  condition  to 
render  assistance  to  the  sufferers  within  their  own  borders ; 
nor  for  Texas,  inasmuch  as  she  had  suffered  comparatively 
little  in  her  resources.  Special  applications  for  these  States 
were  left  to  be  acted  on  by  a  committee  of  the  whole  body, 
and  by  means  of  appropriations  from  the  general  fund. 

The  next  distribution  was  based  upon  $42,000,  increasing 
the  proportionate  amounts  to  Georgia,  North  Carolina, 
Alabama  and  Tennessee,  in  consideration  of  the  extreme 
destitution  that  was  represented  to  exist  in  those  States  : 

Virginia $5,000 

North  Carolina 5,000 

South  Carolina 3,750 

Georgia 6,250 

Florida 1,000 

Alabama 6,250 

Mississippi 3,750 

Louisiana 1,500 

Tennessee 6,500 

Arkansas 1,000 

Maryland 2.000 

$42,000 

On  June  1st,  the  Treasurer  reported  the  entire  actual 
receipts  to  have  reached  $162,4*76.48,  with  several  thousand 
dollars  of  outstanding  debts  still  due  to  the  Association  ; 
and  to  those  State  Committees  whose  funds  were  exhausted, 
the  residue,  over  $150,000,  then  on  hand,  was  given  to 
meet  some  of  the  extremely  distressing  claims  daily  made 
upon  them. 

It  will  be  found,  on  referring  to  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittees, that  no  uniform  plan  has  been  adopted  in  the 
distribution  of  the  money  within  the  different  States.  The 
representations  made  of  the  great  destitution  prevailing  in 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  induced 
the  committees  to  send  relief  as  promptly  as  possible, 
through  the  Governors  of  those  States,  reserving,  however, 
part  of  their  fund  for  distribution  by  means  of  sub-com- 
mittees, and  to  meet  special  cases  presented  by  friends,  or 
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by  written  and  personal  application.  The  committees  for 
the  otlier  States  were  assisted  by  gentlemen  here  or  else- 
where, fully  acquainted  with  the  condition  and  wants  of 
their  own  people,  and  were  thus  enabled  to  find  responsible 
pains-taking  agents  in  the  suffering  districts,  who  kindly 
consented  to  act  as  their  almoners.  Though  detailed  ac- 
counts have  not  yet  been  received  from  many  of  the  States, 
enough  is  known,  as  will  be  seen  by  their  Reports,  to  give 
assurance  of  the  fidelity  with  which  these  duties  arc  being 
discharged.  The  organization  of  sub-committees  is  now 
so  complete  that  in  the  future  all  applications  for  relief  can 
be  referred  to  these  committees  for  the  different  States,  as 
their  opportunities  for  judging  of  the  trustworthiness  and 
necessities  of  the  applicants  can  safely  be  relied  on. 

The  Executive  Committee,  with  great  regret,  announce 
that  their  treasury  is  nearly  empty.  The  funds  of  some  of 
the  States  are  entirely  exhausted,  and  yet  each  day  brings 
with  it  the  same  sad  story  of  the  misery  and  sufferings  of 
a  noble  people,  bravely  struggling  to  bear  up  under  a 
weight  of  sorrow  that  has  already  crushed  many  a  strong- 
heart.  The  knowledge  that  there  is  a  State  whose  people 
not  only  sympathize  and  sorrow  with  them,  but  will  also 
help  them  to  bear  their  burdens,  has  been  the 'means  of 
revealing  an  amount  of  suffering  and  destitution  that  would 
have  been  borne  in  unmurmuring  silence,  had  it  not  been 
that  a  way  seemed  open  for  relief  through  this  Association. 
In  the  bright  sunshine  of  your  own  homes,  with  plenty 
smiling  around  you,  you  cannot  close  your  hearts  to  the 
touching  appeals  that  come  from  a  homeless,  impoverished 
and  suffering  people  !  If  not  still  to  you,  to  whom  shall 
they  turn  in  their  hour  of  need  and  sore  distress?  Be  not, 
then,  "weary  in  well-doing,"  nor  think  that  your  work  is 
done  ;  but  as  God  has  blessed  you  in  "basket  and  store," 
share  with  them  that  blessing  :  so  that  when  the  day  comes 
in  which  no  man  can  work,  you  may  inherit  that  deeper 
and  greater  blessing  which  proceeds  from  Him  "who  loveth 
the  cheerful  giver." 

Some   idea   of    the   desolation   and    distress   prevailing 
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throughout  the  South  may  he  derived  from  the  following 
extracts  from  letters  received  hy  the  different  State  com- 
mittees, from  prominent  and  reliable  persons.  Governor 
Patton,  of  Alabama,  writes,  u  that  at  the  close  of  the 
bloody  and  disastrous  war,  it  was  ascertained  hy  reliable 
statistics  and  reports,  that  the  loss  of  the  brave  and  gallant 
sons  of  the  State  by  death  was  fully  forty  thousand,  and 
fully  half  that  number  maimed  and  disabled  for  life,  very 
many  of  whom  have  died  during  the  past  year.  This  great 
loss  of  human  life  has  left  upon  the  charities  of  the  world 
no  less  than  twenty  thousand  dependent  widows  and  sixty 
thousand  helpless  orphans,  four-fifths  of  whom  are  to-day 
real  objects  of  charity."  In  the  neighborhood  of  Tusca- 
loosa a  lady  writes  :  "  You  can  form  no  idea  of  the  suffer- 
ing among  the  Southern  people.  I  have  known,  within 
the  last  month,  strong  men  to  weep  like  children  because 
they  had  come  for  corn  and  had  to  return  to  their  starving 
families  without  it  ;  and  women  to  walk  in,  from  miles  in 
the  country,  with  the  titles  to  their  homes  in  their  hands 
to  exchange  for  corn  and  could  get  none.  We  are  all  too 
poor  to  help  each  other."  Others  report  that  "mothers 
had  walked  fifteen  and  twenty  miles  to  get  food  for  their 
children,  and  with  their  scanty  rations,  walked  back  again. 
Emaciated  poor  women,  with  their  nearly  naked  children, 
picking  wild  vegetables,  and  mention  is  made  of  one  old 
decrepid  female  carrying  on  her  back,  eighteen  miles,  a 
sack  of  meal  containing  one  half  bushel. 

From  no  State  are  the  accounts  so  much  in  detail  and 
more  heart-rending  than  from  North  Carolina.  The  sub- 
committee of  Chapel  Hill  report  of  the  disbursement  of 
$200 — that  it  was  given  to  "one  soldier,  one  father  of  sol- 
dier, six  widowed  mothers  of  soldiers,  eleven  widows  of 
soldiers,  on  whom  forty-three  persons  were  dependent  for 
daily  bread,  so  that,  in  and  around  Chapel  Hill,  you  have 
given  the  necessaries  of  life  to  sixty-two  souls."  Jn 
Catawba  county  "there  is  not  in  the  country  a  sufficiency 
of  grain  to  furnish  the  people  with  bread  until  the  next 
crop  is  harvested,  and  many  people  are  not  able  to  pur- 
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chase  if  the  grain  was  here,  because,  owing  to  the  war  and 
inostration  of  business,  there  is  no  money  to  be  hart  for 
labor."  In  Gaston  county  "a  large  proportion  are  desti- 
tute of  bread  or  the  means  of  procuring  it."  From  Hills- 
boro',  on  receipt  of  $300,  a  gentleman  writes:  "The 
distribution  was  restricted  to  those  who  have  been  impov- 
erished, and  whose  means  of  gaining  a  subsistence  have 
been  destroyed  by  the  late  civil  war,  and  restricted  to  such 
as  needed  the  commonest  necessities  of  life.  Many  of 
them  appeared  to  be  relying  upon  the  unripe  berries  and 
fruits  gathered  from  the  hedges  of  wasted  fields,  and 
stewed  into  a  crude  diet.  The  inability  of  many  families 
to  gain  a  support  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  those  upon 
whose  labor  they  relied,  with  the  general  waste  and  impov- 
erishment of  their  neighbors,  presents  an  appalling  future. 
Be  assured  your  charity  has  been  applied  to  the  most  unfor- 
tunate of  our  poor,  whose  hearts  have  been  cheered  by  the 
timely  aid,  and  who  will  never  cease  to  bless  you  and  your 
associates  to  their  latest  breath."  The  benevolent  almoner 
from  Wartesboro'  states  that  the  $200  entrusted  to  him  was 
given  "to  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  persons,  women 
and  children,  and  that  the  bounty  of  the  ladies  of  Mary- 
land has  indeed  gladdened  the  hearts  of  many  poor  silent 
sufferers,  and  they  bless  them  for  it.  We  could  distribute 
as  much  more  in  this  county  to  the  widows  and  children  of 
soldiers  who  have  as  strong  claims  as  those  who  have  been 
the  recipients  of  your  noble  benefaction.  Yet,  while  1  am 
attentive  to  the  interests  of  my  neighbors,  I  must  not  be 
forgetful  of  the  suffering  poor  of  other  sections.  I  con- 
versed yesterday  with  a  friend  who  had  just  passed  through 
Union  county,  and  he  informed  me  that  he  saw,  just  along 
the  road,  several  families  of  widows  and  children  who  had 
not  one  meal  to  eat."  Two  hundred  dollars  was  imme- 
diately forwarded  to  this  point,  and  in  reply  Col.  W. 
writes:  "  You  will  permit  me,  in  behalf  of  my  suffering 
fellow-soldiers  and  their  families,  to  tender  to  you  and 
your  committee  their  most  grateful  thanks  for  your  kind 
and   much    needed   charity.     You   have    shown,    by    your 
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untiring  and  inexhaustible  efforts  in  behalf  of  your  suffer- 
ing brothers  and  sisters  at  the  South,  a  benevolence  that 
is  angelic.  If  the  sons  of  Baltimore,  by  their  heroism, 
won,  in  days  of  yore,  the  title  of  the  "Gallant  Queen" 
for  your  city,  your  daughters,  by  their  sweet  charities 
and  heavenly  devotion  to  the  ruined  families  of  those 
who  fell  in  a  glorious  cause,  would  make  it  almost  divine, 
*  *  and  future  generations  will  rise  up,  as  those  who 
are  'ready  to  perish'  now,  rise  up  to  call  you  'blessed.' 

In  Louisiana,  added  to  the  fearful  ravages  committed  by 
General  Banks'  army,  a  terrible  inundation  has  lately 
swept  over  the  country,  and  Col.  C.  writes,  that  "in  two 
days  more  than  two  million  acres  of  land  were  overflowed, 
and  in  five  days  three  thousand  white  families,  numbering 
twenty  thousand  people,  were  living  in  water — many  of 
them  floating  on  rafts."  A  deputation  from  the  Board  of 
Levee  Commissioners  for  the  State,  are  at  present  in  Wash- 
ington, petitioning  an  appropriation  from  Congress  for  the 
repair  of  the  levees,  and  in  their  report  they  state  :  "The 
political  economist  might  dwell  on  the  loss  to  the  country, 
and  to  the  world  of  the  millions  worth  of  the  earth's  pro- 
ducts which  have  been  destroyed  ;  but  the  loss  weighs 
lightly  in  comparison  with  the  untold  misery  inflicted  on 
thousands  of  families  who  are  suddenly  forced  to  abandon 
their  homes,  and  the  comforts  accumulated  around  them, 
rushing,  they  know  not  whither,  to  seek  a  refuge  among 
those  living  on  higher  lands,  but  almost  as  destitute  as 
themselves." 

Governor  Jenkins,  of  Georgia,  gives  no  details  witli  re- 
gard to  the  destitution  of  his  State,  though  the  great 
efforts  made  by  him  in  affecting  a  loan  in  aid  of  the  neces- 
sities of  his  people,  show  how  urgent  was  their  need  of 
assistance.  There  is  poverty,  and  desolation,  and  sorrow 
everywhere  in  the  track  of  the  Federal  armies,  and  Georgia 
suffered  alike  with  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia.  "Many  are  here  assisting  others,  who,  if  they 
would  tell  the  whole  truth,  themselves  require  relief;  and, 
as  exhibiting   the  sense  of   obligation   that  weighs  upon 
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these  poor  sufferers  for  any  assistance  rendered  them,  one 
letter  states  that  a  poor  woman  had  given  her  last  piece  of 
hread  to  her  three  youngest  children,  the  other  three  and 
herself  were  fasting.  I  gave  her  the  bushel  of  corn  you 
brought,  and  hope  relief  will  come  ere  that  is  gone.  She 
was  very  grateful  and  offered  to  come  and  plough  for  it, 
but  I  told  her  you  would  not  think  of  it." 

From  all  the  States  there  comes  a  sad  account  of  orphan- 
age— "only  think,"  writes  a  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
"of  fifty  thousand  little  hands  uplifted  asking  for  hread." 
In  Mississippi  the  orphans  of  Confederate  soldiers  are  com- 
puted to  number  ten  thousand,  and  efforts  are  being  made 
there,  as  in  other  States,  to  establish  asylums  for  their 
maintenance  and  support. 

Few  portions  of  South  Carolina  escaped  the  ravages  of 
the  Federal  army.  It  is  only  needed  to  recall  the  twenty 
months'  siege  of  Charleston,  the  burning  and  sacking  of 
Columbia,  the  destruction  of  almost  every  house  from  the 
Savannah  to  the  Pedee  rivers,  and  the  desolation  of  the 
beautiful  sea  islands,  to  conceive  what  must  be  the  untold 
misery  suffered  by  the  people  of  this  State.  It  has  fallen 
for  the  most  part,  too,  on  a  class  of  persons  reduced  from 
affluence  to  poverty,  whose  past  and  present  lives  present  a 
most  painful  contrast.  In  one  of  the  numerous  letters  re- 
ceived from  Charleston,  detailing  the  destitution  of  the 
people  of  that  city,  a  gentleman  writes  :  "The  generous 
citizens  of  Maryland  are  hardly  aware  of  the  wide  extent 
of  destitution  in  this  city  ;  it  is  scarcely  worse  in  any  dis- 
trict or  section  ravaged  by  Sherman's  dreadful  march. 
Our  religious,  charitable  and  educational  institutions  are 
all  ruined  ;  our  banks,  in  which  the  funds  of  widows  and 
orphans  were  stored,  are  all  broken  ;  our  dwellings  de- 
stroyed by  the  great  conflagrations  of  December,  1861,  and 
the  ruin  increased  by  the  shelling,  and  numerous  conflagra- 
tions." In  Summerville,  (a  suburb  of  Charleston,  where, 
during  the  summer,  refugees  from  that  city  flee  from  the 
hot  and  sickly  season,)  the  suffering  and  depression  are 
greater  now  than  a  year  ago,  and  it  is  borne  with  a  patient 
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silence  that  is  most  affecting.  It  will  give  a  general  idea 
of  the  condition  to  say,  that  in  this  village,  wherf;  there 
were  formerly  no  poor,  there  is  scarcely  a  single  family 
that  tastes  fresh  meat  more  than  once  in  a  fortnight.  *  * 
A  man  has  been  to  see  me  this  morning  who,  with  a  sick 
family,  has  not  tasted  meat  for  more  than  two  months.  It 
should  he  stated,  however,  that  the  privations  which  exist, 
are,  despite  the  most  persevering  efforts  of  all  to  keep 
themselves.  The  men  are  working,  as  their  slaves  never 
thought  of  doing,  when  they  can  get  tuork,  which  is  rare  ; 
the  old  men  and  young  women  are  teaching  ;  the  aged 
women  doing  their  own  work  and  sewing,  and  there  is 
nothing  like  the  disposition  or  the  fact  of  voluntary 
idleness."  A  lady  in  the  neighborhood  of  Barnwell 
Court  House,  in  acknowledging  the  kindness  of  the  ladies, 
states  that  "she  heard  from  reliable  sources  that  in  one 
district  alone  two  thousand  one  hundred  persons  were 
actually  without  bread  or  meat.  As  a  general  thing 
the  crops  have  proved  an  entire  failure,  for  the  planters, 
under  the  present  system,  find  it  impossible  to  secure  steady 
labor,  and  the  prospect  of  famine  is  now  more  fearful  than 
when  Sherman  swept  through  our  midst,  and  when  we 
were  compelled  for  a  time  to  subsist  on  the  gleanings  from 
our  enemies  camps."  A  lady  of  Columbia,  writing  of  the 
privations  endured  by  others,  mentions  "that  for  three 
years  we  have  not  been  able  to  allow  ourselves  but  one 
lamp  at  night,  and  that  in  the  parlor,  where  the  family 
are  assembled.  My  portions  of  Psalms  is  read  to  me  by 
my  young  daughter,  seated  on  a  low  stool  by  the  fire-place, 
where  burns  a  pine-torch,  and  this  in  each  chamber.  You 
may  think  this  a  slight  privation,  but  in  sickness  it  is  a 
serious  one.  My  son  has  gone  to  the  coast  to  endeavor  to 
put  his  cotton  plantation  once  more  in  working  order. 
Our  country  house  is  in  ashes,  and  the  garden,  no  fence  to 
it,  is  among  the  ruins  of  where  we  once  lived  ;  vines  and 
melons  are  growing  among  the  bricks  and  charcoal.  His 
dwelling  is  a  log  hut,  put  up  with  his  own  hands,  his  bed 
a  bundle  of  straw,  with  his  army  great  coat  and  blanket  on 
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it,  which  he  used  nt  Sumter.  And  this  is  the  case  with 
every  ^oung  man  in  that  part  of  the  coast  not  far  from 
Port  Royal.  Every  dwelling  house,  for  miles  upon  miles, 
is  in  ashes,  and  not  a  friend  who  attended  the  Parish  church 
has  a  home  left  over  his  head  except  one."  In  a  most 
heart-rending  letter  from  a  lady,  writing  of  tho  trials  her 
family  have  been  called  on  to  endure,  she  says  :  "May  you, 
dear  madam,  never  know  the  heart-sinking  on  seeing  the 
health  of  those  dearest  to  you  on  earth,  your  mother  and 
husband,  failing,  day  after  day,  for  the  want  of  strength- 
ening food,  as  I  have  seen.     Mrs.  has  been  reduced, 

with  her  eight  children,  from  affluence  to  utter  poverty  : 
her  two  fine  houses,  one  on  their  plantation,  the  other  at 
,  burnt  down  by  Sherman's  army — and  not  a  build- 
ing left.  Her  husband  was  in  the  army.  She  took  in 
sewing  from  the  negroes,  until  she  was  unable  to  sit  up,  to 
buy  her  little  ones  bread,  and  many  a  bitter  hour  has  the 
poor  mother  had  at  hearing  them  crying  that  they  had  had 
their  dinner  of  hominy,  dry  hominy,  and  were  hungry,  and 
not  another  grain  of  corn  in  the  house.  The  destitution 
at  the  South  no  one  away  can  know,  and  it  is  not  yet 
ended.  The  child  of  one  of  our  refugees  died,  and  the 
little  sister  turned  to  her  mother,  "  Don't  cry,  mamma, 
she  will  never  be  hungry  again." 

The  apportionment  from  the  fund  for  Virginia  was  much 
larger  than  that  for  any  other  State,  and  yet  the  hundreds 
of  unanswered  appeals  for  relief,  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee,  evidence  how  many  homes  there  yet  remain  to 
be  cheered,  how  many  hearts  to  be  lightened  of  their  heavy 
load  of  care.  For  five  years  the  storm  of  battle  has  raged 
over  the  State — its  fairest  garden  spots  the  battle-ground 
for  the  rude  shock  of  contending  armies — its  old  home- 
steads dismantled,  its  ancestral  relics  destroyed — its  people 
impoverished.  No  words  can  convey  an  idea  of  its  mourn- 
ful desolation.  "For  miles  there  is  not  a  brick  to  mark 
the  spot  where  once  stood  happy  homes.  Within  my  view 
lays  the  pile  of  ashes  and  mortar,  all  that's  left  of  my 
sweet  home.     Not  a  paling  or  fence,  scarcely  a  tree  to  he 
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seen  for  miles.  All  speaks  of  desolated  hearts  and  homes." 
Refugees  from  these  desolated  homes  and  barren  fields 
flock  into  Richmond,  and  a  gentleman  of  that  city,  who 
has  been  kindly  assisting  the  committee  in  their  distribu- 
tion, writes  :  "The  suffering  of  our  people  does  not  arise 
from  being  poorer  than  many  of  the  poor  in  Northern 
cities,  but  from  the  circumstance  that  no  rich  people  are 
left  to  help  them.  There  may  be  a  dozen  families  or  so  in 
affluence,  but  what  are  they  among  so  many  ?  As  there  is 
a  good  deal  of  building  going  on,  (chiefly  with  Northern 
capital,)  a  considerable  amount  of  money  finds  its  way  into 
the  hands  of  the  more  thriving  mechanics,  and  through 
them  reaches  down  to  the  common  laborer.  But  all  others 
are  pinched  and  impoverished.  Still,  the  impaired  re- 
sources and  diminished  contributions  of  our  people  here 
would  go  much  further  towards  alleviating  the  general  dis- 
tress were  it  not  that  so  many  families,  from  other  parts  of 
the  State,  are  cast  on  our  sympathies  as  helpless  wrecks 
on  the  ocean  shore  after  the  storm  has  subsided.  Many  of 
them  are  utterly  unable  to  refit  and  start  on  the  voyage  of 
life  anew.  They  must,  for  an  indefinite  period,  depend 
upon  us  for  help,  as  indeed  we  have  shared  our  barrel  of 
meal  with  them  for  the  past  year.  I  can  truly  say,  that 
the  largest  and  heaviest  drafts  made  upon  the  fund  that  I 
have  distributed,  have  been  made,  not  in  behalf  of  the 
people  of  Richmond,  but  of  persons  from  a  distance,  some 
of  whom  must  have  starved  but  for  opportune  assistance. 
We  do  not  complain  of  this — it  is  a  high  privilege — it  is  a 
sublime  satisfaction.  The  inhabitants  of  a  barren  island, 
who  can  hardly  sustain  life  themselves,  will  share  their 
scanty  food  with  the  half-drowned  mariners,  whose  utter 
destitution  appeals  to  the  humanity  of  barbarians.  Not 
six  miles  from  Richmond,  in  Henrico  county,  a  report  is 
made  of  the  distribution  of  fifty  dollars  to  eleven  families. 
"To  a  widow,  with  four  children,  living  in  a  leaky  tent, 
two  dollars;  to  an  intelligent  pious  farmer,  with  wife  and 
seven  children,  living  in  soldiers'  shanties,  and  subsisting 
mainly   on  game    since   April,  18G5,    five   dollars ;    to   a 
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rcfugco  from ,  with  six  children,  good  home — will 

soon  he  supplied  with  means,  but  so  destitute  at  present 
that  his  children  could  not  appear.  Consented  to  take  six 
dollars  on  loan."  Instances  of  families  similarly  situated 
might  he  multiplied  again  and  again. 

The  benefaction  of  the  Baltimore  Agricultural  Aid  Soci- 
ety has  been  a  most  noble  one  to  the  sufferers  of  the  Valley 
and  Tide-water  region  of  Virginia.  Organized  on  the 
principle  of  a  loan,  it  has  been  the  truest  charity  that 
could  have  been  extended  to  any  people.  Through  its 
agency  smiling  fields  and  abundant  harvests  now  gladden 
the  eye,  where,  in  18G4,  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  order  : 
"If  the  war  is  to  last  another  year,  let  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  remain  a  barren  waste,"  the  destruction  was  so 
complete,  "that  a  crow  flying  over  the  Valley  would  have 
to  carry  its  own  rations."  This  assistance,  valuable  as 
it  was  to  the  limited  extent  of  its  means,  could  reach 
but  one  class  of  people — those  who  had  land  to  cultivate, 
either  as  owners  or  tenants,  and  the  physical  ability  to 
labor,  it  could  not  reach  the  widow  and  orphan,  whose  only 
support  was  either  slain  in  battle  or  maimed  beyond  the 
power  to  labor.  To  this  class,  therefore,  the  relief  was  prin- 
cipally extended,  and  the  numerous  letters  from  those  who 
acted,  in  this  section  of  Virginia  as  almoners  for  the  Asso- 
ciation, all  speak  in  glowing  terms  of  the  amount  of  relief  the 
small  sums  placed  at  their  disposal,  enabled  them  to  grant, 
as  well  as  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  recipients  for 
sums,  in  many  cases,  not  exceeding  five  dollars,  to  a  family. 

Could  the  committee  invade  the  sanctities  of  private 
life,  and  submit  to  their  friends  some  of  the  letters  re- 
ceived by  them,  they  would  not  only  receive  the  assu- 
rance that  the  sympathy  and  generosity,  which  has 
prompted  this  movement  on  the  part  of  the  women  of 
Maryland,  has  been  justly  appreciated,  but  they  would  lis- 
ten to  a  story  of  sorrows,  privations  and  hardships,  among 
some  whose  lives  had  hitherto  been  spent  in  luxury  and 
refinement,  which  have  been  endured  with  a  self-sacrifice, 
heroism  and  principle  worthy  of  a  page  in  martyr-history. 
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All  these  sufferings  furnish  evidence  that  the  work  is  not 
yet  finished.  The  committee,  therefore,  in  accordance  with 
the  suggestion  of  friends,  propose  opening  subscription 
lists,  at  prominent  places  in  the  city  and  State,  and 
throughout  the  country,  for  $1.00  and  less,  thus  enabling 
all  to  give  their  mite  to  the  good  cause.  Donations  in 
larger  sums  will  he  gratefully  accepted,  and  they  would 
beseech  all  those  who  have  heretofore  so  generously  con- 
tributed to  this  noble  charity,  and  all  who  sympathise  with 
suffering  wherever  it  is  to  be  met,  to  give  a  hearty  re- 
sponse to  the  appeal. 

The  committee,  in  presenting  their  report,  recognize 
that  it  is  almost  invidious  to  particularize  among  the  many 
active  and  generous  in  contributing  to  the  great  success  of 
the  Fair  ;  but  they  would,  nevertheless,  avail  themselves 
of  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Managers  for  their  cordial 
co-operation  and  most  efficient  services.  To  the  Auxiliary 
Managers  they  would  express  their  indebtedness  for  their 
valuable  aid  in  the  labor  involved  in  the  undertaking,  and 
for  relieving  them  of  such  of  the  work  which  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  ladies  to  perform.  Also,  to  Messrs. 
Trimble  &  Sanderson,  of  the  Maryland  Institute,  for  the 
active  interest  shown  by  them  in  the  arrangements  which 
contributed  so  much  to  the  success  of  the  enterprise  and  to 
the  comfort  of  the  visitors.  To  the  National,  Harnden 
and  Adams  Express  Companies,  for  the  transportation  of 
all  goods  intended  for  the  Fair  free  of  charge,  and  to  the 
different  railroad  and  steamboat  companies,  for  their  libe- 
ral arrangements  with  regard  to  visitors  from  a  distance. 
The  committee  would  also  express  their  great  obligations 
to  Messrs.  Jacob  Brandt  &  Co.,  of  the  Savannah,  Messrs. 
Fendergast,  Fenwick  &  Co.,  of  the  Charleston,  Messrs. 
Henry  M.  Warfield  &  Co.,  of  the  New  Orleans,  and  Moore 
N.  Falls,  Esq.,  of  the  Norfolk  and  Kichmond  lines  of  steam* 
ers,  for  the  generous  use  of  their  vessels,  since  the  close  of 
the  Fair,  in  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  freight  ; 
to  the  Press  of  the  city  generally  for  the  libera]  ust'  of  (licit 
columns  during  the  preparation  and  continuance  of  the 
Fair,  and  the   great   interest   manifested  in  a  successful 
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result;  to  Messrs.  Kelly  &  Pict  for  a  large  amount  of 
the  necessary  printing,  without  charge;  to  Thomas  D. 
Johnson,  Esq.,  General  Insurance  Agent,  for  a  gratui- 
tous insurance  of  $50,000  on  the  goods  of  the  Fair  dur- 
ing its  continuance  ;  to  the  Maryland  Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  W.  W.  Spence,  Esq.,  President,  for  a  dona- 
tion of  all  the  insurance  on  the  shipment  of  provisions 
to  the  South  ;  to  Messrs.  Willis  &  Chisholm,  and  Thomas 
J.  Kerr,  Esq.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  Messrs.  Crane  & 
Grabill,  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  for  receiving,  arranging  for 
transportation  and  forwarding  all  the  shipments  to  the 
South  free  of  charges  or  commissions  ;  to  Messrs.  William 
Crichton  &  Son,  of  this  city,  for  their  valuable  services  in 
purchasing  and  forwarding  all  the  supplies  sent  from  here 
free  of  charge,  and  to  Lewis  M.  Cole,  Esq.,  Ticket  Agent 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  for  valuable  advice 
and  assistance  in  regard  to  transportation  generally. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  gives  the  amount  of  money 
received  in  the  City,  State  and  throughout  the  country,  to 
all  the  contributors  of  which  the  most  grateful  thanks  are 
offered. 

The  committee  regret  that  they  cannot  give  an  exact  list 
of  all  the  contributions  received  in  money  and  articles, 
many  of  them  of  great  value  ;  but  they  frequently  passed 
through  various  hands  before  given  to  the  Treasurer,  so 
that  it  was  impossible,  in  the  pressure  of  the  business  of 
the  Fair,  to  note  them  accurately,  and  it  has  been  deemed 
wiser  to  make  no  statement  in  detail  rather  than  to  incur 
the  risk  of  possible  mistakes  in  the  names  of  the  generous 
contributors. 

In  submitting  their  report,  the  committee  trust  that  they 
will  not  be  judged  too  harshly  for  errors  they  may 
have  committed,  for  they  have  endeavored  to  discharge,  in 
its  fullest  measure,  their  accountability  as  stewards  of  a 
noble  trust  ;  and,  with  a  deep  sense  of  their  responsibility 
for  the  faithfulness  of  the  work,  they  have  labored  in  this 
field  of  God's  vineyard  for  a  sad  and  heart-stricken  people. 

Mrs.  B.  C.  HOWARD,  President. 
Miss  FPJCK,  Secretary. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  Southern  Relief  Association  res- 
pectfully reports  the  following  account  of  the  receipts, 
expenses  and  disbursements  of  the  money  realized  from  the 
Fair  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  April , 
1866:— 

RECEIPTS. 

From  Tables  and  Donations  in  Baltimore  city §100,879.73 

"  »  "  the  Counties  of  Maryland 20,035.80 

f     J.  J.  Bankard,  Esq.,  proceeds  of  donation  of  two  Steers.       4,731.50 
"     Messrs.  E.  Whitman  &  Sons,  for  Agricultural  Implements 

sold  by  them 1,053.80 

"     Admission  Tickets 22,322.04 

Total  State  of  Maryland $149,022.87 

"     Donations  outside  of  Maryland 19,154.38 

Gross  Receipts $168,177.25 

Expenses  of  the  Fair 3,607.28 

Total  net  Receipts $164,569.97 

3DISBXJE,SE3VEEKrTS. 

Virginia  Committee $27,000 

North  Carolina  Committee 16,500 

South  Carolina         «          19,750 

Georgia                     "          17,875 

Alabama                   "          16,250 

Mississippi                "          20,625 

Louisiana                             7,500 

Florida                      "          5,500 

Arkansas                  "          5,000 

Tennessee                  "          12,500 

Maryland  "  10,000 

$158,500.00 

Balance  in  Treasury $6,069.97 
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There  arc  various  outstanding  unsettled  accounts  and 
goods  unsold,  from  which,  in  time,  it  is  expected  to  realize 
about  $3,000  additional. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  is  more  nominal  than  real, 
many  of  the  State  Committees  having  anticipated  their 
portions  of  it. 

About  $5,000  was  realized  from  the  Auxiliary  Fair  at 
West  Eiver,  the  Managers  of  that  Fair  preferring  to  super- 
intend the  distribution  themselves  ;  it  is  not  included  in 
this  Eeport. 

New  York,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Massachusetts, 
Delaware,  Ohio,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Rhode  Island,  South 
Carolina,  Illinois,  West  Virginia,  Washington  City,  Hava- 
na, England,  France  and  California,  have  all  aided  in  this 
noble  work,  and  the  grateful  thanks  of  the  Association  are 
tendered  to  all,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  who  have  given 
it  their  support. 

Mrs.  PEYTON  HARRISON, 

TTeasurer. 
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STATE  COMMITTEES. 
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Reports  of  the  State  Committees. 
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On  the  2Gth  of  April,  18G6,  an  appropriation  was  made 
of  $20,000,  of  the  Southern  Belief  Fund,  to  the  State  of 
Virginia.  The  committee  was  then  formed  of  Mrs.  A.  Du- 
bois Egerton,  Mrs.  J.  Harman  Brown,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Gittings, 
who  determined,  withont  delay,  to  arrange  matters  with  a 
view  to  disposing  of  the  money  to  the  hest  possible  advan- 
tage. There  were  established  several  different  points,  in 
each  of  which  a  suitable  committee  was  organized,  to  whom 
were  submitted  all  applications,  particular  attention  being 
given  to  special  cases. 

The  most  judicious  mode  of  effectually  reaching  the  desti- 
tute portions  of  the  State  was  to  forward  suras  to  be  dis- 
bursed in  the  following  manner  : 

Richmond, $4,000 

Petersburg, 2,000 

Fredericksburg, 2,800 

Prince  Edward, 300 

Norfolk, 1,000 

Warren  ton, 1 ,700 

Winchester, 800 

Charlottesville, 1,000 

Staunton,....- 1,000 

Lynchburg, 500 

Warren, 400 

Lexington, 500 

Essex,  300 

King  George, 235 

Clarke, 1,000 

Northuml  lerland, 1 50 
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Richmond  county, $150 

Manassas, 200 

Soldier's  Relief  Association, 300 

Westmoreland, : 300 

Jefferson, 100 

Gloucester,  150 

Matthews, 150 

New  Kent, 150 

Middlesex, 150 

Catlctt  Station, 200 

$19,535 

The  residue  was  expended  in  special  cases. 

On  the  2d  May  another  apportionment  of  $7,000  was 
given  to  swell  the  meed  of  assistance  to  suffering  humanity, 
and  truly  can  it  be  said  that  thousands  will  send  to  heaven 
a  song  of  gratitude  for  such  inestimable  blessings  bestowed 
in  their  hour  of  stern  necessity.  This  money  has  been  ex- 
pended in  the  following  sections,  in  answer  to  appeals  made 
directly  or  through  friends  : 

Petersburg,  $255 

Richmond, 900 

Cases  in  Maryland, 030 

Berkeley, 100 

New  Kent, GO 

Prince  Edward, 50 

Charlottesville, 50 

Jefferson, 200 

Washington, 50 

Lynchburg, 220 

Williamsburg, 1 85 

Alexandria, 170 

Frederick, GG5 

Clarke, 010 

Culpepper, , 100 

Norfolk, G5 

West  Virginia,.. 100 

Pittsylvania, GO 

Augusta, 50 

Fredericksburg, 335 

Catlett  Station, 40 

Medicines, 80 
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Sister  Theresa,  for  wounded  Confederates, $100 

Artificial  limbs,.. 370 

Sister  Hose,  for  Confederate  orphans, 50 

$5,315 

The  remaining  $1,G85  has  been  expended  in  special  cases 
throughout  the  State. 

It  is  comforting  to  reflect  that  relief  has  been  so  widely 
disseminated  through  so  sorrow-stricken  and  devastated  a 
country,  and  most  touching  is  it  to  receive  the  daily  acknow- 
ledgments pouring  in,  expressive  of  the  deep  gratitude  of 
the  recipients.  At  the  same  time,  we  must  say  that  we 
deeply  regret  to  state  that  the  sum  has  been  inadequate  to 
meet  all  the  cases  of  pressing  want,  and  that  very  many  let- 
ters remain  unanswered. 

Mrs.  J.  HARMAN  BROWN, 
Mrs.  A.  D.  EGERTON, 
Mrs.  J.  S.  GITTINGS. 

Baltimore,  July  7th,  18G6. 


artli  toolimt. 


The  committee  for  disbursing  the  funds  appropriated  to 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  trust  committed  to  them 
immediately  upon  appointment. 

They  acknowledge  to  have  received  from  the  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  W.  Peyton  Harrison,  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  five 
hundred  ($16,500)  dollars — of  this  amount  twelve  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  ($12,950)  dollars  were  distributed 
through  the  agency  of  fifty -five  committees,  residents  of 
North  Carolina,  and  the  balance,  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  ($3,550)  dollars,  has  been  given  directly  to 
North  Carolinians,  either  in  the  State  or  elsewhere,  on  per- 
sonal application  or  through  the  agency  of  friends,  which 
cases  embraced  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  families. 

In  selecting  these  committees,  they  were  aided  by  gentle- 
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men  familiarly  acquainted  with  those  districts  of  the  State 
where  the  ravages  of  war  had  left  poverty,  destitution  and 
sorrow,  and  the  reports  of  those  committees,  in  their  details 
of  the  distribution  of  the  money  placed  in  their  hands,  evi- 
dence that  they  are  most  fitly  chosen. 

From  the  satisfactory  reports  of  these  agents  it  appears 
that  many  thousand  persons  have  been  the  thankful  reci- 
pients of  this  timely  assistance,  furnished  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  Ladies  Southern  Relief  Fair. 

In  these  communications,  the  aged,  the  crippled,  the  dis- 
eased, the  widow,  and  the  fatherless  have,  in  language 
that  spoke  the  pure  promptings  of  the  heart,  invoked  the 
blessings  of  heaven  for  those  who  have  remembered  the  poor 
when  the  latter  most  desired  not  to  be  forgotten. 

The  committee  has  experienced  much  pleasure  in  the  good 
which  they  have  been  enabled  to  accomplish,  yet  it  has 
brought  with  it  regrets  that,  liberal  as  the  sum  would  ap- 
pear to  be  that  was  placed  in  their  hands  for  distribution,  it 
has  fallen  far  short  of  the  amount  necessary  for  a  region 
made  barren  by  invading  armies,  and  the  production  of 
which  had,  even  in  advance  thereof,  been  largely  drawn 
upon  by  the  armies  of  the  South.  Very  many  appeals  for 
temporary  aid  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  undersigned, 
which,  they  are  sure,  merit  the  attention  and  sympathy  of  our 
people,  and  they  indulge  the  fond  hope  that  generous  hearts 
will  prompt  the  adoption  of  some  measure  that  will  enable 
the  ladies  of  Maryland  to  further  minister  to  the  wants  of 
age,  to  the  distresses  of  afflictions,  and  to  the  cravings  of 
widows  and  orphans  for  the  indispensable  necessaries  of  life. 
Most  respectfully  submitted, 

By  order  of  committee. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  BANKARD,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  JOSHUA  VANSANT,    Treasurer. 
Mrs.  CHARLES  J.  BAKER, 
Mrs.  J.  HARMAN  BROWN, 
Miss  LIZZIE  WRIGHT. 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Egerton,  Sec'y  N.  C.  Com. 

Baltimore,  July  7th. 
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FOR  SOUTHERN    REFUGEES   AND   SPECIAL    CASES. 

The  Maryland  committee  of  the  Southern  Belief  Fair  re- 
spectfully report  that,  from  the  amount  of  money  with  which 
they  have  been  entrusted,  they  have  disbursed  $7,921,  in  sums 
varying  from  $500  to  $10.  They  would  be  glad  to  submit 
for  your  perusal,  eloquent  letters,  returning  thanks  for  your 
generous  sympathy,  but  they  have  no  language  to  express 
the  gratitude  of  many  who  have  partaken  of  your  bounty. 
A  small  life  annuity  has  been  purchased  for  one  individual 
who  has  lost  both  hands,  and  who  was  dependent  on  a 
widowed  sister.  Artificial  limbs  have  been  purchased  for  four 
destitute  individuals,  while  food  and  clothing  have  been  fur- 
nished to  others.  We  annex  a  statement  which  shows  the 
number  who  have  participated  in  the  fund,  from  which, 
it  will  be  seen,  that  a  majority  are  refugees  from  other 
States : 

Virginia  refugees,  54,  received $2,411 

South  Corolina  refugees,  5,  received 320 

North  Carolina        "         2,       "       25 

Louisiana                  "         4,        "       95 

Maryland                  "       GO,        "        4,845 

Texas                        "       large  family,  received 100 

Arkansas                   "         1,  received, 10 

Florida                       "         1,       "        25 

Georgia                      "         3,       " 80 

Foreigner,                  "         1,       "        ..~ 10 

$7,921 


Mks.  S.  W.  SMITH, 
Mrs.  LURMAN, 
Mrs.  T.   PARKIN  SCOTT, 
Miss  GILL. 


Baltimore,  July  7th,  186G. 
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The  Tennessee  committee  respectfully  report :  In  the  iirst 
apportionment  of  the  funds  of  the  Southern  Relief*  Fair, 
they  received  only  $6,000,  from  an  impression  that  the  State 
had  suffered  very  little  in  the  late  war.  Your  committee 
soon  found  that  this  was  a  very  great  mistake.  A  gentle- 
man fully  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  State  writes 
us  :  "For  a  long  time  she  was  the  battle-ground  of  the 
West  ;  none  fought  more  bravely — none  suffered  more  se- 
verely. Her  people  were  to  the  army  of  the  West  what  the 
people  of  Virginia  were  to  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
and  when  that  is  said  the  English  language  is  exhausted  in 
their  praise." 

Another,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  among  her  many 
noble  and  gallant  sons,  writes  :  "The  first  storm  of  war 
sent  its  wave  of  battle  over  the  entire  State,  and  I  need  not 
tell  you  how  deeply  tinged  it  was  with  the  blood  of  her  sol- 
diers. *****  rp^Q  storm  has  passed  over  us  ;  the 
elements  have  ceased  their  commotion  ;  the  wreckers  even 
have  passed,  and  gathered  up  all  they  could  prize,  and  Ave 
are  left  alone  with  our  suffering — alone  with  our  desolation  ; 
but  all  around  us  we  hear  the  cries  and  see  the  forms  of 
hopeless  homeless  orphans.  All  concur  with  me  in  believ- 
ing that  we  have  in  this  State  not  less  than  fifty  thousand 
of  these  little  sufferers,  of  such  tender  age  that  they  cannot 
maintain  themselves. 

"Our  men,  though  destitute,  are  strong  of  heart  and  of 
arm  ;  they  can  and  will  do  all  that  manhood  can  accom- 
plish. Our  women,  though  many  of  them  unused  to  toil, 
sing,  we  think,  more  sweetly  to  their  spinning-wheels  than 
ever  they  sang  to  their  harps  ;  but  our  orphans  are  destitute 
indeed — only  think  of  fifty  tliousand  little  hands  uplifted  ask- 
ing for  bread." 

In  view  of  such  appeals,  and  many  other  circumstances 
connected  with  the  condition  of  this  State  not  necessary  to 
be  detailed  in  this  report,  your  committee  applied  for  an  in- 
creased appropriation,  which  was  readily  granted,  so  that, 
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vvitli  the  second  apportionment  of  .$2,500,  they  have  received 
altogether  $12,500.  Of  this  sum  they  have  sent  to  differ- 
ent committees,  in  .sixteen  counties  in  the  State,  eight  thou- 
sand four  hundred  ($8,400)  dollars  for  distribution.  They 
have  selected,  as  their  agents,  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the 
very  highest  character  and  position,  and  in  whose  judgment 
they  have  the  utmost  confidence  that  the  money  will  be  ju- 
diciously expended,  and  they  regret  exceedingly  that  it 
becomes  necessary  for  them  to  make  this  report  before  they 
have  received  detailed  accounts  of  the  operations  of  their 
agents. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  five  hundred  ($500)  dollars  have 
been  donated  to  an  orphan  asylum  in  Clarkesvillc,  and  five 
hundred  and  one  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($501.50)  distri- 
buted to  individual  cases.  The  sum  of  three  thousand 
ninety-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($3,098.50)  still  remain 
on  hand. 

Mrs.  ALLAN  DORSEY, 

Mrs.  VON  KAPPF, 

Mrs.  THOS.  MURDOCH. 
Baltimore,  July  7th. 


Jacinth  Carolina. 

This  committee  received  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  South- 
ern Eelicf  Association  the  sum  of  $19,750  for  disbursement 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  being  the  apportionment 
from  the  Fair  fund  for  that  State. 

To  Governor  James  L.  Orr  were  consigned  $5,000  worth 
of  provisions  and  groceries,  to  be  distributed  throughout  the 
middle  and  lower  districts  where  it  was  thought  the  suffer- 
ing and  destitution  were  greatest,  in  consequence  of  the  des- 
tructive, desolating  march  of  Sherman  and  his  troops,  who 
carried  fire  and  sword  to  nearly  every  homestead  in  those 
sections.     These  supplies  were  sent  to  agents  in  the  different 
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districts  and  towns,  some  of  whom  had  been  appointed  by 
the  committee  here,  and  have  been  co-operating  with  them 
in  the  distribution  of  money  and  clothing. 

These  sub-committees  have  been  requested  by  the  Gov- 
ernor to  furnish  their  reports  to  him,  and  as  they  have  not 
yet  been  received  by  our  committee,  they  cannot  be  incorpo- 
rated into  this  statement,  but  we  hope  to  be  able  to  give 
them  hereafter. 

The  Governor,  in  reply  to  our  letter,  writes  :  "Your  let- 
ter, informing  me  of  the  generous  contribution  made  by  the 
ladies  of  Maryland  to  the  suffering  and  distressed,  who 
were  ravaged  and  impoverished  by  General  Sherman's  deso- 
lating march  which  wrought  such  dire  ruin  to  the  sections 
in  this  State  through  which  it  passed,  has  been  received. 
It  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  distribute  your  generous 
donation  according  to  your  instructions.  I  am  in  commu- 
nication with  Messrs.  Willis  &  Chisholm,  to  whom  the  sup- 
plies are  consigned,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  received  by  them 
and  an  inventory  is  furnished  me  of  the  articles  sent,  I  will 
designate  suitable  agents,  including  those  you  have  sug- 
gested, who  will  judiciously  dispense  your  noble  charity 
among  the  unfortunate  sufferers  who  have  lost  their  all  in 
the  fearful  ravages  of  that  desolating  march.  In  behalf  of 
my  ruined  fellow-countrymen,  the  humble  and  the  exalted, 
the  widow  and  the  orphan,  I  tender  you,  and  your  benevo- 
lent associates,  my  warmest  thanks  for  your  generous  sym- 
pathy in  our  distresses,  and  your  munificent  donation  in 
alleviating  the  same. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

11  Yours  most  truly  and  sincerely, 

"JAMES  L.  ORR, 

11  Governor  of  S.  C." 

Assistance  has  been  sent,  in  the  form  of  money,  to  our 
agents  and  to  private  individuals,  in  very  small  sums,  to 
the  amount  of  .$9,500,  scattered  throughout  the  State  wherc- 
ever   the   want   was   greatest.     Clothing   to   the   value   of 
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$3  ,454,  and  provisions  to  the  amount  of  $1,390,  in  addition 
to  the  supplies  sent  through  the  Governor,  have  been  con- 
signed to  our  agents  in  Charleston  and  Columbia  ;  boxes  of 
the  former  articles  having  been  also  sent  to  Aiken,  Camden, 
Winnsboro' ,  Beaufort  and  Manchester.  We  would  state  here 
that  the  "Sisters  of  Mercy"  in  Charleston,  and  the  nuns  of 
the  "Ursuline  Convent"  in  Columbia,  who  were  turned  out 
in  the  dead  of  night,  and  their  Convent  fired  by  Sherman's 
troops,  have  received,  through  the  Bishop  of  Charleston, 
$300. 

These  sums,  with  the  $5,000  sent  the  Governor,  will  be 
found  to  make  the  full  amount  of  the  South  Carolina  appor- 
tionment. 

As  we  have  not  heard  fully  from  all  our  agents,  we  can- 
not tell  how  many  persons  have  been  relieved,  but  the  num- 
ber of  acknowledgments  from  private  individuals,  and  our 
agents,  would  justify  us  in  saying  that  thus  far  at  least 
eighteen  hundred  families  have  received  money  and  clothing. 
We  have,  indeed,  by  this  timely  aid,  sent  joy  to  the  hearts 
of  thousands,  as  the  many  beautiful,  grateful  and  apprecia- 
tive letters  and  acknowledgments  would  indicate.  One  of 
the  agents  for  distribution  in  Columbia,  in  his  report,  says  : 
"The  offerings  in  every  case,  without  exception,  were  most 
gratefully  and  gladly  received.  The  distribution,  which 
occupied  my  wife  and  myself  nearly  two  weeks,  was,  as  far 
as  we  were  capable  of  judging,  carefully  and  considerately 
appropriated.  It  carried  comfort  to  many,  not  only  to  our 
very  poor,  but  to  those  very  much  straitened,  to  whom  it  would 
have  been  worse  than  death  to  beg.  To  this  latter  class,  I  may 
say,  it  has  been  most  seasonable.  May  that  charity,  which 
is  more  a  blessing  to  him  that  gives  than  even  to  him  that  re- 
ceives, be  its  own  exceeding  great  reward  to  the  generous  peo- 
ple of  Maryland,  prays  one  of  the  almoners  of  their  bounty." 

Another  writes  :  "Did  the  benevolent  donors  need  any 
reward  beyond  the  approbation  of  their  own  conscience,  and 
the  pleasures  of  relieving  human  suffering,  they  would  find 
it  in  the  warmly  expressed  gratitude  of  the  recipients  of 
their  bounty.  It  has  been  a  high  satisfaction  and  honor  to 
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be  their  almoner.  Truly,  the  blessing  of  him  that  was 
ready  to  perish  has  fallen  upon  them,  and  they  have  made 
the  widow's  heart  to  sing  for  joy." 

Although  the  relief  to  South  Carolina  has  been  immense, 
yet  the  many  letters  and  applications  which  come  in  to  us 
daily  prove  the  entire  insufficiency  of  the  sum  appropriated  to 
relieve  the  wants  of  these  suffering  people.  A  correspon- 
dent in  Cheraw  writes  :  "I  know  there  is  no  part  of  South 
Carolina  in  more  need  than  this  district.  It  was  right  in 
the  path  of  the  desolating  march  of  Sherman,  and  he  left 
nothing,  I  may  say,  literally  nothing  that  manor  beast  could 
eat.  There  are  constant  applications,  by  individual  poor, 
for  food,  and  we  ourselves,  who  once  had  abundance,  are 
called  upon  almost  daily  to  contribute  of  our  scanty  store 
for  the  relief  of  their  most  pressing  necessities.  I  have  as- 
certained from  a  gentleman,  who  knows  the  facts,  that  the 
Governor  sent  to  this  place  provisions,  forwarded  by  your 
society  for  distribution,  ten  barrels  flour  and  thirty-six  bar- 
rels meal,  all  of  which  has  been  distributed  and  consumed 
long  since.  There  were  only  three  houses  in  this  district 
which  the  troops  of  Sherman  did  not  visit,  and  you  can  form 
some  idea  perhaps  of  the  necessities  of  the  poorest  class 
when  I  tell  you  that  they  are  actually  applying  to  the  United 
States  authorities  for  relief  from  starvation." 

This  letter  is  dated  as  late  as  June  2*1  th,  and  coming 
when  there  was  not  $200  in  the  treasury,  we  regret  to  say 
the  response  was  not  very  liberal.  Other  portions  of  South 
Carolina  are  in  the  same  condition,  but  our  empty  coffers 
will  not  admit  of  our  sending  them  any  relief. 

Mrs.  LOUISA   CANNON,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  KOBT.  H.  CARR,  Treasurer. 
Miss  LOUISA  HOFFMAN,  Secretary. 
Mrs.  JAMES  M.  ANDERSON, 
Mrs.  Dr.  WILSON  CARR, 
Mrs.  Dr.  McSHERRY, 
Miss  HENRIETTA  HOFFMAN. 
Baltimore,  July  15th. 
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(Sfaorgia. 

Whilst  the  Fair  was  still  in  progress,  a  strong  appeal  was 
made  by  Governor  Jenkins,  of  Georgia,  for  the  starving  peo- 
ple of  that  State.  So,  upon  the  last  day  of  the  Fair,  be- 
fore the  Executive  Committee  was  divided  into  State  Com- 
mittees, and  the  funds  apportioned  to  each  State,  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  was  called  together  by  several  gentlemen  of 
the  Auxiliary  Committee,  whose  object  was  to  bring  before 
them  this  appeal  of  the  Governor  of  Georgia  for  the  suffer- 
ing people  of  his  State.  In  response  to  this  appeal,  $8,000 
was  voted  to  be  expended  in  provisions,  to  be  immediately 
forwarded  to  the  Governor.  Corn  meal,  bacon  and  flour 
were  purchased  and  sent  by  Mr.  Crichton,  by  the  Savannah 
steamers,  a  portion  free  of  charge.  Governor  Jenkins 
divided  the  provisions  through  agents  appointed  in  each 
Congressional  district,  and  informs  the  committee  that  this 
opportune  gift  had  saved  a  great  many  families  from  abso- 
lute starvation. 

Sub-committees  were  appointed  in  Savannah — ladies  of 
position,  energy  and  ability,  who  have  relieved  all  cases  of 
distress  presented  to  them  in  and  around  Savannah,  and 
several  other  points  in  the  State. 

Groceries  were  also  sent,  with  funds,  to  these  ladies  for 
distribution,  and  the  letters  of  many  parties  thus  relieved 
are  full  of  the  most  touching  expressions  of  gratitude,  evi- 
dencing to  our  committee  the  greatest  care  upon  the  part  of 
the  ladies  selected  for  the  work  in  the  investigation  of  cases, 
and  great  discrimination  in  acting  upon  them. 

We  have  not  yet  received  the  Governor's  official  report  as 
to  the  number  of  families  relieved  by  this  timely  aid.  In 
consequence  of  a  gratifying  correspondence  with  the  Gov- 
ernor, we  have  been  induced  to  send  him  assistance  in  the 
form  of  money,  to  be  expended  for  individual  instances,  as 
his  judgment  may  dictate.  At  some  future  day  we  hope  to 
publish  full  returns  from  all  parts  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 
Agents  have  also  been  appointed  in  Atlanta,  Augusta,  Ma- 
con, Milledgeville,  St.  Simon's  Island,  Brunswick,   Coluni- 
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bus,  Dallas,  Athens,  Cartersville  and  Lexington.  Funds 
placed  in  their  hands  have  relieved  hundreds  of  starving 
and  suffering  widows  and  children,  and  the  committee  feel 
that  every  dollar  has  been  accounted  for,  and  most  admirably 
expended.  Each  agent  sending  us,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
names  and  number  of  persons  relieved,  and  the  amount 
given  to  each  family.  Individual  applications,  from  every 
part  of  the  State,  are  being  received  and  promptly  attended 
to  every  day.  Many  persons,  refugees  from  their  homes, 
have  been  assisted  in  returning  to  them,  and  the  committee 
most  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Brandt  in 
giving  free  passage  to  several  in  the  Savannah  steamers, 
and  to  Mr.  Pendergast  in  having  forwarded  a  sewing  ma- 
chine, boxes  of  clothing  and  groceries  by  his  line  of  Savan- 
nah steamers. 

Besides  the  families  relieved  by  the  appointed  agents  at 
different  points  as  named  above,  from  whom  the  returns  are 
not  sufficient  to  furnish  an  accurate  report,  the  work  not 
being  completed,  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  individual 
cases  have  been  relieved  by  the  special  committee  for  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

As  the  final  distribution  of  money  received  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Fair  has  not  yet  been  made,  no  accurate  report 
of  the  sum  expended  in  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Florida 
can  be  given,  but  a  full  report  will  be  made  on  some  future 
occasion. 

From  April  26th  to  July  1st,  expended  : 

Governor  Jenkins,  in  provisions, $8,000  00 

Committee, 7,777  G3 


$15,777  G3 

Mrs.  B.  C.   HOWAED,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  Pt.  NORRIS,  Jr.,  Secretary. 
Miss   HARPER, 
Mrs.  READ. 
Baltimore,  July  17th. 
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In  the  first  division  of  funds,  $4,000  was  given  to  Florida  ; 
in  the  second,  $1,000;    in  the  third,  $500.     Agents   were 

immediately  appointed,  with    the  advice  of  Dr.  Gr ,  a 

gentleman  avIio  had  lived  always  in  Florida,  and  to  whom 
the  committee  are  ranch  indebted.  In  Tallahassee,  St.  Au- 
gustine, Pensacola,  Mariana,  Lake  City,  Fcrnandina,  Pi- 
latka,  Jacksonville,  Madison  Court  House,  Monticello, 
Quincey,  Gainsville — in  all  the  places  the  parties  suggested 

by  Dr.  G have  given  perfect  satisfaction.     The  number 

of  parties  relieved,  and  the  amounts  given,  reported  to  the 
committee  by  eacli  agent. 

Boxes  of  dry  goods  have  been  sent  to  Tallahassee  and 
Pilatka,  the  points  designated  by  agents  as  requiring  these 
articles.  Individual  cases  are  being  attended  to  every  day, 
and  not  one  has  ever  been  overlooked,  but  investigated,  by 
letters  to  responsible  persons  invariably,  before  sending  ar- 
ticles. 

April  26th  to  July  1st,  expended  $4,670. 

Mrs.  B.   C.  HOWARD,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  R.  NORRIS,  Jr.,  Secretary. 
Miss   HARPER, 
Mrs.  READ. 
Hal/ i more,  July  17th. 


^labitma. 


The  committee  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  fund  for  dis- 
bursement in  the  State  of  Alabama,  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  received  from  the  Treasurer  $1G,250,  of  which 
sum,  $15,035.61  has  been  distributed. 

The  committee,  immediately  on  receiving  their  appro- 
priation, enclosed  a  draft  for  $3,000  to  Governor  Patten, 
expressing  their  desire  that  it  should  be  distributed  among 
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the  class  of  persons  designated  by  them.  In  reply  he  states, 
"That  he  has  appropriated  the  $3,000  to  thirteen  of  the 
most  destitute  counties,  to  he  used  by  the  Judges  of  Pro- 
hate,  and  two  other  reliable  citizens,  to  purchase  corn  or 
bread,  and  from  reports  they  are  faithfully  executing  orders 
in  this  regard."  Provisions  to  the  amount  of  $3,184.56, 
were  shipped  in  May  to  Savannah,  free  of  charge,  to  be 
thence  transported  into  Alabama  ;  and  in  June  a  second 
shipment,  amounting  to  $2,874.50,  was  made  by  the  same 
route  of  transportation. 

Col.  Crukshank,  commissioner  of  the  destitute  for  the  State 
of  Alabama,  to  whom  the  committee  feel  the  most  grateful 
sense  of  obligation  for  the  fidelity  with  which  he  has  exe- 
cuted their  trust,  and  for  the  satisfactory  report  he  has  ren- 
dered, gives  the  following  report  of  its  distribution  : 

To  Butler  county,  $300. 

To  Cherokee  county,  $300. 

To  Autauga      "  " 

To  Calhoun       " 

To  Marshal       " 

To  Jackson       "  " 

To  Jefferson  county,  $200,  10  barrels  flour,  20  barrels  meal,  1  hogshead 
bacon,  1  barrel  sugar,  1  sack  coffee,  medicines. 

To  Shelby  Co.,  $100,  10  bis.  flour,  20  bis.  meal,  1  bbl.  sugar,l  bag  coffee. 

To  Henry  county,  $100,  35  barrels  meal,  15  barrels  flour. 

To  Dale  county,  $100,  15  bbls.  flour,  35  bbls.  meal,  1  hogshead  bacon. 

To  Corsa  county,  $300,  4  barrels  meal. 

To  Tallapoosa  county,  $300,  10  barrels  flour,  20  barrels  meal. 

To  Coffee  county,  $100,  10  barrels  flour,  20  barrels  meal,  1  hogshead  ba- 
con, 1  barrel  sugar,  1  sack  coffee,  medicines. 

To  Covington  county,  10  barrels  flour,  20  barrels  meal. 

To  Bibb  county,  10  bbls.  flour,  20  bbls.  meal,  1  bbl.  sugar,  1  bag  coffee. 

To  St.  Clair  county,  10  barrels  flour,  20  barrels  meal,  1  hogshead  bacon, 

1  barrel  sugar,  1  bag  coffee,  medicines. 

To  Randolph  county,  west  Tallapoosa  river,  15  bbls.  flour,  30  bbls.  meal, 
\  hogshead  bacon,  1  bbl.  sugar,  1  bag  coffee,  medicines. 

To  Chambers  county  and  lower  portion  of  Randolph,  35  barrels  flour, 
100  barrels  meal,  3  hogsheads  bacon. 

To  Talladega  county,  15  barrels  flour,  30  barrels  meal,  \  hogshead  bacon, 

2  barrels  sugar,  2  bags  coffee. 

To  Russell  county,  15  barrels  flour,  35  barrels  meal,  1  hogshead  bacon. 
To  Barbour  couuty,  5  barrels  flour,  30  barrels  meal. 
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Col.  C.  writes:  "Every  effort  has  been  made  to  have 
these  supplies  distributed  strictly  in  accordance  with  your 
wishes.  They  have  been  scattered  over  a  large  district  of 
country,  and  have  done  much  good.  Most  of  the  counties 
named  had  not  been  reached  by  any  former  contribution. 
*****  In  some  of  these  counties  I  have  been  re- 
liably informed  that  whole  families  have  gone  for  more  than 
a  week  at  a  time  without  bread,  subsisting  upon  such  vegeta- 
bles and  roots  as  they  could  secure  to  sustain  life.  *  *  * 
There  is  not  a  single  county  in  the  State  where  it  has 
not  been  found  necessary  to  distribute  food  to  the  desti- 
tute. In  some,  indeed  in  many  counties,  there  have  been 
from  two  to  three  thousand  persons,  chiefly  women  and 
children,  destitute  of  food,  and  without  the  means  to  pro- 
cure it.  In  many  families  there  are  maimed  and  disabled 
sons,  fathers  and  husbands  to  be  cared  for.  In  some  locali- 
ties, whole  communities  of  widows  and  orphans.  These 
were  people  who  lived  by  agriculture.  There  are  no  facto- 
ries or  manufacturing  establishments  of  any  kind  in  the 
county.  The  laboring  population  has  been  swept  away  dur- 
ing the  war — their  stock  all  consumed  or  destroyed,  without 
the  means  necessary  to  cultivate  their  little  farms.  *  *  * 
Please  accept,  on  behalf  of  these  suffering  people,  our 
grateful  thanks.  May  you  be  comforted  in  the  assurance 
that  in  these  gifts  to  the  poor  you  are  but  lending  to 
Him  who  is  abundantly  able  to  reward  and  to  bless." 

The  committee  have  quoted  at  some  length  from  Col.  C.'s 
report,  as  giving  the  most  reliable  information  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  of  the  State. 

A  draft  for  $3,500  has  been  sent  to  the  order  of  a  com- 
mittee of  gentlemen  in  Montgomery,  for  general  distribution 
throughout  the  State,  but  there  has  been  yet  no  time  to  re- 
ceive any  report  of  its  disbursement ;  $1,565  has  been  given 
on  special  application,  $500  to  Shelby  county,  $300  to 
orphan  asylums,  $300  to  Tuscaloosa,  $300  to  Eufaula,  $300 
to  Chambers  county,  $189.55  for  transportation  of  sick  and 
wounded  men  to  their  homes,  and  $22  for  board  at  the  In- 
firmary. 
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The  committee  return  thanks  to  Messrs.  Wm.  Crichton  & 
Son  for  the  assistance  rendered  them  in  the  purchase  and 
shipment  of  provisions,  and  to  the  agents  of  the, Savannah 
Line  of  Steamers  for  the  liberal  use  of  their  vessels  in  the 
transportation  of  freight.  To  Mr.  L.  M.  Cole,  ticket  agent 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  for  the  facilities  afforded  them 
in  returning  men  to  their  own  State. 

Mrs.  SAM'L  HOFFMAN, 


Mrs.  CHAELES  HOWARD, 
Miss  FRICK. 


Baltimore,  July  19th. 
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The  committee,  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  disbursement 
of  the  funds  for  the  State  of  Mississippi,  respectfully  report 
that  they  received  twenty  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  ($20,625)  dollars.  Five  thousand  dollars  was  sent  to 
Governor  Humphreys  for  distribution,  either  in  food  or 
money,  as  he  might  think  best,  to  the  very  destitute  through- 
out the  State,  and  the  committee  await  promised  informa- 
tion from  the  Governor  to  place  a  larger  sum  at  his  disposal. 
Governor  Humphreys  writes  :  "I  expect  in  a  few  weeks  to 
have  full  returns  of  the  u umber  of  destitute  and  disabled 
Confederate  soldiers,  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  de- 
ceased soldiers  from  every  county  in  the  State,  and  the  con- 
dition of  some  eleven  institutions  that  have  been  organized 
in  the  State  for  the  care  of  orphans  of  Confederate  soldiers, 
and  of  others  made  penniless  by  the  war.  When  these 
returns  come  in  I  will  have  it  in  my  power  to  comply  with 
your  request,  and  will  furnish  you  with  all  the  information 
in  my  possession  that  may  aid  you  in  reaching  destitute 
cases.  In  behalf  of  the  people  of  Mississippi,  I  beg  to  ten- 
der to  you,  and.  through  you  to  the  noble  ladies  of  Maryland, 
our  heartfelt  thanks  for  this  munificent  donation  and  their 
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kind  .sympathy  for  our  beloved  South,  and  to  assure  you  of 
our  earnest  and  humble  prayer  to  the  Great  Giver  of  all 
good  for  the  continued  prosperity  of  Maryland." 

A  letter  from  Bishop  E ,  of  Natchez,  stated  that  very 

great  suffering  existed  in  the  counties  of  Lawrence,  Han- 
cock, Harrison,  Jackson,  and  along  the  Gulf  coast,  and  the 
committee  enclosed  to  Governor  Humphreys  $4,000  for  dis- 
tribution in  four  of  those  counties.  A  claim  was  also  made 
from  Aberdeen,  detailing  the  destitution  of  the  people  in 
that  neighborhood,  to  whom  ,$1,000  were  sent  to  give  prompt 
relief,  and  an  additional  sum  will  be  sent  when  called  for. 
The  letter  states  :  "You  can  hardly  conceive  the  destitution 
and  suffering  in  this  part  of  the  country  caused  by  the  late 
war.  Many  families  have  lost  not  only  their  property,  but 
all  their  grown  male  members  capable  of  supporting  them. 
Some  have  had  no  meat  for  many  weeks,  and  for  days  to- 
gether have  been  nearly  or  entirely  without  bread,  and  have 
only  been  kept  from  starvation  by  the  charity  of  neighbors 
almost  as  poor  as  themselves." 

To  special  applicants  by  letters,  and  to  orphan  asylums 
greatly  needing  relief,  the  sum  of  §4,625  has  been  given. 

The  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  funds  made  to  this 
State  remain  in  bank,  awaiting  advice  and  information 
promised  by  Governor  Humphreys. 

Mrs.  PEYTON  HARRISON, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  B.  LATROBE, 
Baltimore,  July  28th.  Miss  DORA  HOFFMAN. 


^Louisiana. 

The  committee  for  the  State  of  Louisiana  respectfully 
report  that  the  appropriation  for  that  State  was  87,500,  of 
which  sum  $7,010  has  been  distributed. 

The  appropriation  made  for  Louisiana  was  smaller  in 
proportion  to  its  population  than  that  of  the  other  States,  but 
in  the  apportionment  of  the  fund  the  reason  given  was,  that 
G 
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New  Orleans  had  sufficiently  recuperated  to  be  able  to  ex- 
tend relief  to  her  own  people  in  the  State.  Since  the  com- 
mittee for  Louisiana  have  entered  on  their  duties,  letters 
have  been  received  from  that  city  giving  a  far  different 
impression,  in  speaking  of  the  suffering  existing  in  the 
State.  The  late  inundations,  overflowing  millions  of  acres 
of  land,  and  reducing  thousands  of  persons  to  actual  pov- 
erty, have  added  to  the  ruin  and  wide-spread  desolation  fol- 
lowing the  march  of  the  Federal  army,  and  the  demands 
for  relief  are  most  urgent.  The  committee  regret  to  state 
that  no  appropriation  has  been  granted  by  Congress  for  the 
repair  of  the  levees.  The  committee  report  the  following 
distribution  : 

To  a  committee  of  gentlemen  in  New  Orleans,  to  be  appropriated 

to  cases  in  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  city $1,000  00 

To  Pt.  Coupee 1,100  00 

To  Parish  Rapides 500  00 

To  Parish  Madison 500  00 

To  Baton  Rouge 500  00 

To  Orphan  Asylums 350  00 

To  special  application 081  50 

To  transportation  to  New  Orleans 378  50 

To  Mr.  M ,  of  New  Orleans,  for  distribution  in  the  inundated 

districts 2,000  00 

$7,010  00 

Full  and  satisfactory  returns  have  been  made  of  some  of 
the  appropriations,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  communi- 
cation in  some  parts  of  the  State,  there  are  many  portions 
not  yet  heard  from. 

To  Henry  M.  Warfield  &  Co.,  agents  for  the  Baltimore 
and  Havana  Steamship  Company,  the  committee  are  much 
indebted  for  the  facilities  afforded  them  in  sending  Louisi- 
anians  to  New  Orleans  by  their  line  of  steamers. 

Mrs.  CHAS.   HOWARD, 
Mrs.  SAM'L  HOFFMAN, 
Mrs.  W.  PEESCOTT  SMITH, 
Mrs.  F.  W.  ELDER, 
Miss  FRICK. 
Baltimore,  July  19th. 


The  committee  on  Arkansas  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  distribution  of  the  fund  allotted  to  that 
State  :  The  committee  received  $5,000,  and  have  endeavored 
to  disburse  the  money  with  as  much  fidelity  and  prudence 
as  lay  in  their  power.  The  distance  of  this  State  from  our 
city,  and  the  length  of  time  necessary  for  the  transmission 
of  letters,  food  or  money,  has  somewhat  retarded  the  progress 
of  their  work  ;  but  they  have  been  extremely  anxious  to 
aid  the  truly  needy  and  suffering,  and  to  do  it  as  quickly  as 
possible.  Hearing  of  the  very  great  destitution  that  existed 
at  Fort  Smith,  on  the  extreme  Western  frontier,  it  was 
strongly  urged  upon  the  committee  to  send  food  to  the 
starving  at  that  point  at  once,  so  that  the  first  money  ex- 
pended was  $2,000  in  corn,  which  was  purchased  at  Mem- 
phis, at  a  much  less  cost  than  it  could  have  been  purchased 
and  sent  from  this  point.  One  thousand  two  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  bushels  of  corn  were  received  and   distributed 

by  Colonel  K ,  a  gentleman  of  high  character  and  great 

integrity,  to  the  famishing  and  desolated  people  at  Fort 
Smith. 

At  Little  Kock,  $300  was  sent,  to  be  applied  to  the  needy 
and  suffering  women  and  children,  and  wounded  soldiers, 
and  well  has  the  charge  been  executed,  and  many  a  prayer 
has  been  offered  to  the  God  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless 
for  the  women  of  Maryland  who  have  sent  food  to  the  hun- 
gry and  clothing  for  the  naked. 

At  Pine  Bluff,  a  gentleman,  formerly  of  Baltimore,  asso- 
ciated with  two  others,  was  the  almoner  of  your  committee 
for  $300,  but  as  yet  no  full  account  of  the  distribution  has 
been  received. 

The  remainder  of  the  $5,000  committed  to  their  charge, 
has  been  given  to  individual  cases,  except  $70  still  in  Bank. 
Many  most  distressing  and  interesting  cases  have  been  pre- 
sented to  your  committee,  and  have  been  aided  by  them,  and 
several  have  received  funds  to  return  to  their  families.  The 
full  reports  have  not   yet  been  received  ;  but  what  has  been 
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heard  of  the  desolation  in  the  State  is  enough  to  urge  on  all 
in  the  good  work,  and  not  to  "be  weary  in  well-doing." 

The  counties  of  Johnson,  Franklin,  CraAvford,  Washing- 
ton, Benton,  and  the  counties  adjoining  the  Missouri  line, 
are  the  most  needy  in  the  State,  and  appeal  for  aid.  Shall 
we  not  be  up  and  doing  ?  and  shall  our  people  allow  an  im- 
poverished treasury  to  be  the  excuse  for  not  aiding  the  suf- 
fering and  the  desolate  in  these  counties  ?  God's  blessing 
will  rest  on  all  His  children  who  aid  us  in  this  noble  work. 

Miss   HARPER, 
Miss  SPENCER, 
Mrs.  PEYTON  HARRISON. 
Baltimore,  July  28th. 
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